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As the BVM 175th an-
niversary of our founding 
approached, a small group 
of sisters and alums from St. 
Louis called a meeting to talk 
about a local celebration. We 
briefly revisited our BVM his-
tory in the area:
•	 St. Francis Xavier elemen-

tary school opened in 1906 
and continued until 1989;

•	 Xavier High School 
opened in 1931 and con-
tributed 43 years of excel-
lence in education , closing 
in 1974;

•	 BVMs ministered at St. 
Timothy Parish and School 
from 1960 to 1987.
Since then, BVMs have 

continued to be present, in 
smaller numbers, in a variety of 
ministries: diocesan administra-
tion, education, pastoral care, 
and justice and peace work. 
The memories brought stories, 
laughter and some tears.

Because of our long-stand-
ing relationship with the Jesu-
its, we planned a celebration 
and reception at the St. Louis 
University College Church. 
We wondered if anyone would 
come. 

Nine months later, on 
April 20, the familiar doors of 
the College Church opened 
and the alumnae from four 
decades of Xavier came along 
with families, friends and 
students. There was a jubilant 
procession as 20 BVMs and 
Associates entered the church 
and 400 voices sang “Glory 
and Praise to Our God.”

Mary Ann Zollman, BVM 
vice-president and former 
student and faculty member at 
Xavier, welcomed the joyful 
crowd and acknowledged all 
present by inviting groups to 
stand as their part in the BVM 
circle of affection was de-
scribed: BVMs and Associates, 
former students, colleagues, 
former staff members and those 

Members of the 
Xavier High School 
class of ’75 hold a 
mini-reunion.

Sister Mary Ann Zollmann 
(Clement Mary) was elected 
to the BVM Leadership Team 
this past June as President.  
She will serve a 4-year term 

Former Xavier Student and Teacher Elected BVM President

who partner with us in parish 
work and justice ministries.

The last group she invited to 
stand was the St. Louis Uni-
versity students who regularly 
attend this weekend liturgy. 
How fitting that a vibrant group 
of young people be present and 
witness our commitment and 
service through the years!

When the entire church 
was standing, she said: “Our 
standing together as a com-
munity is the best and truest 
testimony to what our found-
ress Mary Frances Clarke 
believed and lived: when all is 
said and done, life’s meaning is 
experienced in the beauty and 
power of relationships.”

A simple reception fol-
lowed the Liturgy. It was 
obvious that the miracle of 
enduring affection continues 
even today as stories of the 
past blended with conversa-
tions about getting together in 
the future.

This local celebration 
was living proof that the 
seeds planted in 1833 of love, 
laughter and BVM values of 
education, charity, justice and 
freedom continue from one 
generation to the next.
 
About the author: Mary Nolan, BVM 
(Patricia Mary) lives in St. Louis, where 
she has been a parish minister, senior 
advocate and BVM regional represen-
tative. She is currently on sabbatical.

her Junior year.  She remem-
bers a very large cake with 125 
candles being wheeled out on 
the stage as we all sang.  Sister 
Mary Ann fondly reflects, 
“What I learned in my student 
days at Xavier, carried into 
my teaching years there, and 
have held onto my whole life 
is the importance of relation-
ships as the ground for all 

that we are and do profession-
ally.  As we celebrate our (the 
BVM) 175th and I assume my 
position as President, I know 
that I first learned at Xavier 
the wisdom of Mary Frances 
Clarke, foundress of the BVM 
community: ‘Leave the future 
to God; I have no fears so long 
as you are working unitedly.’”

with Sister Mira Mosle, First 
Vice President, and Sister Teri 
Hadro, Second Vice President. 

Sister Mary Ann is a gradu-
ate of the Xavier class of `59 
and served on the faculty of 
Xavier from 1965-1972.  

One of Sister Mary Ann’s 
most vivid Xavier memories 
was the celebration of the 
BVMs 125 anniversary during 
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Dear Xavier Alumnae,
We have a special favor to ask of you…

We have always valued the bond you have with the Sisters 
of Charity, BVM and the special place the alumnae of Xavier 
High School hold in the hearts of all BVMs. 

For the past seven years, the BVM Development Office has 
provided the Xavier Alumnae Newsletter to you free of 
charge. However, we are at a point in time that we need to 
analyze the future of this alumnae newsletter.

One of the challenges we are facing is that fewer and fewer 
Xavier alumnae are submitting alumnae updates which makes 
the task of publishing this annual newsletter increasingly dif-
ficult.

Another challenge is that the escalating costs of paper, print-
ing and postage associated with this newsletter often fall to 
the BVM Congregation. 

Last year, for the first time, a donation envelope was included 
in the newsletter with the hope that incoming donations 
would more than cover the newsletter production expenses. 

In 2007 the cost for the printing and mailing the Xavier 
Alumnae Newsletter to 1,691 alumnae was just under 
$800.00. This figure did not include the cost of staff time for 
editing and layout of the newsletter. Eight donations were re-
ceived through the newsletter envelope for a total of $435.00 
or just over 54% of the cost. The remaining 46% of the pro-
duction cost was absorbed by the BVM Congregation.  

So we ask for your assistance if you want to continue receiv-
ing the Xavier Alumnae Newsletter into the future. Please 
send in your alumnae updates and consider making a dona-
tion. If you have suggestions for how to continue production 
of this newsletter, please contact the BVM Development 
Office. 

We will be making a final decision regarding the future of 
the Xavier Alumnae Newsletter based on the response we 
receive to this year’s publication. Any assistance you can 
provide would be most appreciated.

You are always remembered in the prayers 
of the Sisters of Charity, BVM.
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by Therese Koetting (`49) 
BVM Associate

Shall we gather at 
the river?  Yes, and with 
great gusto we three BVM 
Associates, Mary Rita 
Koetting (`47), Therese 
Koetting (`49) and Mary 
Clair Wenger, traveled to 
Dubuque, Iowa the weekend 
of June 20-22 to participate 
in the Congregation-wide 
celebration honoring the 
BVM Congregations 175th 
Jubilee.

The music, the liturgies, 
the dinners and especially 
the friendliness (as if you 
knew everyone there) made 
the days very special.  We 
St. Louis Associates had 
the opportunity to visit two 
special places, the original 
convent site at St. Joseph’s 
Prairie on which one origi-
nal building still stands, and 
the newly renovated Moth-
erhouse at Mount Carmel in 
Dubuque.

The prairie convent 
offered a special country 

setting as we viewed a model 
of the original spread and 
sat in the shade of a tree 
that surely dated back to 
the 1840s.  Mount Carmel 
Motherhouse offered a state 
of the arts renovation in 
efficiency, conservation and 
meeting the special needs 
of the retired sisters.  The 
renovation, however, did 
not lose the Victorian charm 
as I had remembered it.

Most of the weekend ac-
tivities occurred at the beau-
tiful Grand River Center in 
downtown Dubuque, right 
on the Mississippi, a perfect 
gathering place for the 500 
in attendance.  The River 
was gorgeous in spite of its 
being so high and swift-
moving as it carried flood 
waters south.  Throughout 
the days strains of “Shall We 
Gather at the River” echoed 
in liturgies and entertain-
ment very appropriately.  
The old-time spiritual will 
forever hold a special place 
in the hearts of all who at-
tended.

Xavier Alumnae Attend BVM 175th 
Jubilee Celebration in Dubuque

Class Notes
1940s
Sister Geraldine (Adele) 
Moorman BVM (`40) 
remembers taking classes 
in the old Mansion.  She is 
currently a resident of the 
Mount Carmel Motherhouse 
in Dubuque, Iowa and very 
much enjoys retirement.

Sister Mary France Moore, 
BVM (`43) is happy to be a 
member of the Marian Hall 
Community of the Mount 
Carmel Continuing Care 
Retirement Community since 
May 15, 2008.  She comments 
that although it is the last leg 
of the journey it is still home 
to her.  Her need for oxygen 
24/7 made this move neces-
sary, but she still enjoys life.  
She especially enjoys email 
and occasionally has “fun” 
identifying people in old pic-
tures.  For example, someone 
sent her a photo of an uniden-
tified group from Xavier from 
which she recognized Bernice 
Boedecker, Audrey Bruegg-
man and Marcella Fehling.  
She would enjoy hearing from 
people who “remember” her.

Virginia Collignon Maddox 
(`47) was one of 11 class-
mates from the Class of 1947 
that attended their 60th re-
union at the Viking Restau-
rant for a luncheon banquet 
on August 18, 2007.  Also 
present were Pat Vagedes 
Hencken, Jeanette Voelkerd-
ing Oge, Rita Koetting, Carol 
Poisson Weiss, Marijo Mor-
rissey Cutsinger, Gerogiann 
Molitor Hollobough, Virginia 
Collignon Maddox, Pat Long 
Newton, Mary Lou Kemper 
Hammond, Betty Baerveldt 
Glickert and Agnes Katzen-

berger Klepacki.  Agnes came 
all the way from Australia.  
Sharon Keely Dumtra and 
Frosene Thomas Georgeson 
were unable to attend, but 
sent greetings.  Also present 
were Noella Poisson Kienstra 
(`49), Judy Poisson (`57) and 
Theresa Koetting (`49).

1950s
Charlene Twele Szwargulski 
(`52) and husband, Jess, 
celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary along with 
their three children and eight 
grandchildren in Jamacia on 
May 30, 2007.

Maureen McCallon Prend-
ergast and Stella Kennedy 
Francis (`55) sent informa-
tion about the 50th Reunion 
of the Class of 1955.  It was 
held on October 1, 2005 at 
Xavier Hall (Xavier High 
School).  They said that 
many things have changed 
at Xavier.  The chapel, gym, 
cafeteria and lockers are 
gone, but were pleased that 
the statue of the Sacred 
Heart was still there to greet 
them.  They had Mass and a 
catered lunch in what used 
to be the Sisters’ commu-
nity room on the third floor.  
They all took the eleva-
tor (“remember when we 
couldn’t enter the third floor 
and only the very sick or 
injured could use the eleva-
tor”).  Maureen and Stella 
commented that the one 
thing that hadn’t changed 
for the class of `55 was their 
warmth and caring for each 
other.  They do offer a word 
of advice for future classes 
– have your luncheon or 
dinner elsewhere and then 
schedule a tour of the school 
for afterwards.  The Class of 

Class of 1947 at their 60th reunion.

Continued on p. 4
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Upcoming Class Reunion
50th Reunion for Xavier Class of 1958
October 17-19, 2008
For more reunion information visit the website (www.
xavier1958.com) or email the reunion committee at info@
xavier1958.com.

`55 found the staff of Xavier 
Hall to be very helpful and 
accommodating.

Beverly Hayden Schaper 
(`57) and husband Don love 
living in Florida.  Their fam-
ily consists of one daughter, 
Jeannine, and four sons, Bob, 
Tom, Rick and Scott.  They 
all have wonderful families 
and have given Beverly and 
Don three granddaughters 
and nine grandsons.  On Sep-
tember 26, 2007, Beverly and 
Don celebrated their 48th 
wedding anniversary.

Carol Korst Esser-Herko 
(`58) is semi-retired but still 
does tax returns.  She also 
has a quilt ministry, mak-
ing 30 to 40 lap quilts a year 
that are donated through the 
Gold Coast Quilters Guild 
to people who are served by 
organizations such as Aid to 
Victims of Domestic Abuse, 
The Migrant Center, The 
Children’s Home Society, 
Hospice and other local orga-
nizations.  They also made a 
large quilt that was donated 
to a returning military person 
through Quilts for Valor. 
Carol stated that Sister Mary 
Susan Evans, BVM was her 
Home Economics teacher 
in 1959 at Xavier and that 
Sister taught her the basics of 
sewing, cooking, setting the 
table and a good deal about 
decorum. Carol’s family ben-
efits from the cooking skills 
that began under Sister’s firm 
but gentle tutelage.  In 2006, 
Carol had the privilege of 
having a tour of Wright Hall 
in Chicago by Sister Mary 
Julia Clare Greene, BVM.  
Sister Julia Clare was Carol’s 
journalism teacher and mod-
erator of the Xavier News, 
for which Judy Darr Rebman 
and Carol served as co-editor.

1960s
Jeanne Darr McDonald 
(`60) is a five year breast 
cancer survivor who is loving 
every minute of being Grand-
ma to five, being active in 
church work and volunteer 
activites and sharing life with 
Gary,her husband of 43 years.

Sister Irene Lukefahr, BVM 
(`61) has been sharing the 
life and mission of the BVM 
Congregation in Kumasi, 
Ghana, West Africa since 
March 2006.  She volunteers 
at the Centre for Spiritual 
Renewal offering her skills as 
a certified massage therapist.  
Receiving a healing mas-
sage is a new and welcomed 
experience for many people 
in Ghana.  Irene also teaches 
English to young women at-
tending Holy Family Voca-
tional School.  In addition, 
Irene is attempting to help 
two schools secure running 
water!  This summer, she par-
ticipated in the 175th Jubilee 
of the BVM Congregation in 
Dubuque, Iowa.  When not 
in Ghana, Irene shares BVM 
community in Sunnyvale, 
CA, not too far from her 
twin sister, Kathy Lukefahr-
Jewell, also class of 1961.  
Irene plans to return to 
Ghana in September 2008.

Kathleen Scherer Nolan 
(`61) has been married for 40 
years and has two children 
and eight grandchildren.  
She taught elementary 
school for 38 years in New 
York, Chicago and St. Louis 
and even though she is now 
retired, she is still substitut-
ing and tutoring at the school 
where she taught for 36 years.  
Kathleen also works for their 
family business.

Marge M. Clark, BVM 
(`62) After 30+ years, Marge 
left teacher-education in 
2003.  In 2004, she became 
a lobbyist with NETWORK: 
A national Catholic Social 
Justice Lobby.  Marge writes 
that it is always challeng-
ing, sometimes rewarding, to 
urge legislators to make their 
decisions based on Catholic 
Social teaching principles 
– reminding them of the 
need for a preferential op-
tion for those with the least 
ecomonic power.

Kathleen Young Flowers 
(`62) wrote that it is her 
pleasure to inform us that 
her classmate, Pam McIntyre 
(`62), was appointed Presi-
dent of the new St. Louis 
Community College at Wild-
wood.  The college is the first 
all “green,” state-of-the-art 
campus in the St. Louis area.

Carol Sue Naes Von Rump 
(`63) After a career in home 
health nursing, Sue retired in 
2005.  Her husband, David, 
“semi” retired in ‘06.  Since 
then their motto has been 
“have a 5th wheel trailer, will 
travel.”  Their 4 yr old grand-
daughter, Michaela , loves 
to go camping with them.  
Sue volunteers in the RCIA 
program at their parish and 
at the free health clinic in 
Suggolk, VA. She especially 
remembers and is thankful 

for Sisters Mary Michaela, 
Julia Claire, Jean Gabriel, 
Jeanine, Paulita, Ida, Cyrilla, 
Myra and Ruth.

Kathleen Hufker Jamboretz 
(`64) Kathy’s husband Frank 
retired Feb. 1, 2007.  In 2002 
they visited Branson, MO 
on a promotional weekend.  
They didn’t buy the vaca-
tion package, but fell in love 
with the natural beauty of 
the area.  The small parish 
20 miles west, in Kimberling 
City, made a positive impres-
sion on them  They now live 
on a ridge and have awesome 
views both east and west of 
the Table Rock Lake.  They 
look forward to visitors and 
making new friends.  Kathy 
will be a Shaklee consultant 
and will start her business 
venture later in 2007.

Sister Regina Qualls, BVM 
(`64) taught Spanish at Xavi-
er from 1970-1974.  After 
Xavier closed she continued 
to teach Spanish in St. Louis 
(Nerinx Hall), Chicago (Im-
maculata HS), and Dubuque 
(Clarke College).  From 1992 
– 1997 Sister Regina worked 
for the BVM congregation, 
returning to Clarke Col-
lege as Registrar from 1997 
– 2001.  She is presently 
serving as Secretary of the 
Congregation.  Sister Regina 
comments, “I have very 
happy memories of my days 

Continued on p. 6
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Class Notes continued on p. 6

Faculty Lounge
Sister Terese Shinners, BVM (Ellena)
1962-1964 and 1972-1974

Subjects taught:  History and Latin
In addition to teaching at Xavier, Sister 
Terese taught in Chicago; Milwaukee; 
Casper Wyoming, Mundelein, Illinois and 
Wichita, Kansas.  She is now retired and 
living in Milwaukee.

Sister Ann Harrington, BVM (St. Remi)
1963-1969

Sister Ann is speaking at the triennial 
Conference on the History of Women 
Religious this summer.  She will chair, 
“Catholic Sisters at the United Nations…
a Collaborative Cross-Cultural Global 
Ministry.”

Sister Mary Frances McLaughlin, BVM (Virginia Mary)
1965-1972

Subjects taught:  Latin, World History, 
Religion
Sister Mary Fran is currently working as a 
Development Officer at Christ the King 
Jesuit College Prep, a new high school 
in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago’s 
West Side.  The school will open in Au-

gust 2008 with a freshman class of 120 students.  It is the 
20th Cristo Rey High School in the nation.

Sister Kathleen Gilbert, BVM (Kathleena)
1967-1968

Sister Kathleen enjoyed her two years at 
Xavier and especially liked the girls she 
taught.  She was the assistant principal 
and had a senior homeroom and taught 
that same group of girls for religion.  Sister 
Kathleen also taught two sophomore 
biology classes.  She currently lives in the 

Mount Carmel Motherhouse in Dubuque and comment-
ed that she hasn’t had the opportunity to visit St. Louis 
since leaving in 1968.

Sister Mary Jo Keane, BVM (Martin Mary)
1968-1971

Subjects taught:  Business and History
Sister Mary Jo has fond memories of her 
time at Xavier.  After leaving Xavier, she 
moved to Chicago and taught at Immacula-
ta, Academy of the Sacred Heart and Unity 
High School.  She received a BVM grant to 
return to school to study social work.  Sister 

Mary Jo considered it a gift to work with public school 
students as a school social worker.  She continues to live 
in Chicago and considers herself “an active retired and 
interested religious.”

Sister Peggy Geraghty, BVM (St. Cabrini)
Assistant Principal 1970-1971
Principal 1971-1974

Sister Peggy is currently Director of Place-
ment for Student Teachers at Dominican 
University in River Forest, Illinois. She 
comments, “My days at Xavier stand out 
as one of my best experiences of commu-
nity and school.  The students were great, 
and the faculty was wonderful.  Our access 

to Saint Louis University, with all of its opportunities, 
enhanced the experience for all of us.”

Sister Margaret Keefe, BVM
1970-1974

Sister Margaret currently lives in a small 
but active community of four BVMs in 
Rock Island, Illinois.  Sister Margaret com-
ments, “We who are retired engage in a va-
riety of volunteer ministries, and one I find 
very enriching is the one which keeps me in 
touch with some of God’s poor…working in 

Sacred Heart Food Pantry on Friday mornings.  Another 
is, of course, prayer, and be sure that former students 
always have a share of that!”

Sister Carol Spiegel, BVM 
1970-1974

Sister Carol has very fond memories of 
teaching mathematics at Xavier.  After 
leaving Xavier, Sister Carol taught at 
Clarke College in Dubuque.  Then for nine 
years she taught conflict resolution in grade 
schools in the Twin Cities.  For the past two 
years, Sister Carol has been in BVM leader-

ship ministry in Chicago.  

Sister Joan Newhart, BVM (Joan Michael)
1971-1974

Sister Joan was happy to attend the reunion 
of the class of 1974 just four years ago.  Now 
retired, she lives at the BVM Motherhouse 
in Dubuque, Iowa.  Since leaving Xavier 
Sister Joan was able to study Computer Sci-
ence and is active in the BVM community 
educating other BVMs in its use.



▲
▲ �    Xavier Alumnae News

Prayer Requests
When you pray, I will answer you.
When you call to me, I will respond

Isaiah 58:9

Prayer is an important ministry for the Sisters of Char-
ity, BVM.  If you have specific prayer requests, please 
share them with us.

Prayer requests may be  
submitted in the following ways:

1.	 Visit the BVM website at www.bvmcong.org.  Go 
to the “Benefactors & Alumni” section click on “BVM 
Prayer Association,” enter your intentions under “Re-
quests for Prayers.”

2.	 Mail prayer requests to:
		  BVM Prayer Association
		  Office of Development
		  1100 Carmel Drive 
		  Dubuque, Iowa 52001

3.	 By phone at 563-588-2351 extension 5554,  
or by fax at 563-588-4832

Your intentions will be included in the daily prayers of the 
Sisters at Mount Carmel.  Please keep the Sisters of Char-
ity, BVM in your prayers.

In Memoriam
“Lord, for your faithful people life is 

changed, not taken away”

at Xavier, and I especially 
enjoyed my years as a faculty 
member.  Xavier will always 
be one of my favorite places.”

Ann Hiles and Debbey 
(Shelley) Greulich (`66) 
wrote that they sat across 
from each other in kinder-
garten in 1954 at St. Francis 
Xavier Grade School.  They 
recall that Sister Mary Celin-
ia reprimanded them on the 
first day of school for being 
‘chatty’ and they have been 
‘chatty’ ever since.  There 
was a third member of their 
threesome, Janie Miller (now 
Hopper).  She was always 
the sensible one and went 
home when Debbey and Ann 
were about to “cross over to 

the dark side!”  The three of 
them have remained good 
friends over the years.  Both 
Jane and Debbey married and 
raised families.  Jane lives in 
Kansas City with her second 
husband, David Hooper.  
Janie was diagnosed with 
MS.  Debbey remained in St. 
Louis.  Ann was the nomad 
of the group and could never 
settle down.  From 1990-
2001, Ann’s father lived with 
her in Florida.  He died on 
March 4, 2001.  Debbey’s 
husband of 30 years died 
two days after Ann’s father’s 
death.  In 2005, Ann re-
turned to St. Louis to be near 
family and friends.  Debbey 
and Ann now share a house 
in the Chesterfield suburb 

1934	 Mary Farley Whiting
1938	 Patricia Burke Hedges
1938	 Loretta Metz Pinkston
1939	 Kathleen Raemondonch Pauling
1943	 Florence Beck Morrison
1944	 Marge Sidman Booth
1945	 Dolores Tierney Downey
1948	 Charoltte Privty Kestermeier
1966	 Beth Miller Heitert
1966	 Jane Wild
1967	 Martha Schneller Moore
1971	 Jean Schneller Farhatt
	 Mary Schneller Johnson

Sister Mary Elizabeth Niemann, 
BVM (St. Theodore)
August 20, 1916 – July 27, 2007
Sister Mary Beth taught at St. 
Francis Xavier Elementary School 
in St. Louis from 1945-1947.

Sister Margaret Mullin, BVM 
(John Baptist)
September 25, 1920 –  
November 6, 2007
Sister Margaret was a teacher and 
principal at St. Francis Xavier 

Elementary School from 1964-1967.

Sister José Forsyth, BVM
February 22, 1910 – November 
24, 2007
Sister José taught English and 
French from 1964-1966.

Sister Patricia Rocap, BVM 
(James Elmer)
September 19, 1922 –  
January 27, 2008
Sister Pat was at Xavier from 
1949-1951 and again in 1972-1973 

teaching religion, history and English.  She was also respon-
sible for the production and direction of class plays.

A memorial has been established for these Sisters.  If 
you would like to add to these memorials or establish 
a memorial for a classmate, please send your gift to 
the BVM Development Office or for on-line giving 
go to www.bvmcong.org.
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1.  Goodsearch.com
GoodSearch.com is a new internet search engine with a 
unique social mission.  It donates half of its revenue from 
advertising sales to the charity its users designate.  Select 
the Sisters of Charity, BVM as your organization of choice 
and the BVMs will earn approximately a penny each time 
you search the internet.  You use GoodSearch.com just as 
you would any other internet search engine, and it is pow-
ered by Yahoo!, so you get great results!  

It is simple.  
1.	 Log on to www.goodsearch.com.  
2.	 Type “Sisters of Charity, BVM” in the section titled, 

“Who do you GoodSearch for?”  
3.	 Click the verify box
4.	 Begin searching the internet

Start using GoodSearch.com today for all your internet 
searches.  The more people who use the site, the more 
money the Sisters of Charity, BVM will earn, so please spread 
the word!

2.  www.iGive.com
If you shop Online, log on to www.igive.com and make 
your purchase through the iGive shopping mall. Each of 
the hundreds of stores in this mall (e.g., LL Bean, Lands End, 
Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, Harry & David, Eddie Bauer, The 
Gap, ToysRUs, J.C. Penney, etc., to name a few) will donate a 
percentage of your purchase to your favorite cause. Choose 
the Sisters of Charity, BVM and your purchase will benefit 
the BVMs.

Thank you for your partnership and support to ensure 
that the mission and ministry of the BVMs will continue.

Easy Ways to Support the BVMs
of St. Louis.  The threesome 
all turns 60 this year – Deb-
bey in January, Janie in June 
and Ann in August.  Ann 
and Debbey commented that 
they still carry many of the 
values that the BVMs taught 
them at St. Francis and at 
Xavier.  They considered 
their BVM teachers as their 
friends, confidants, discipli-
narians and role models and 
are grateful to the Sisters for 
instilling in them the founda-
tions of faith, learning, ethics 
and morals.

1970s
Sandy Gardner Wallbridge 
(`71) sent in information 
about their classes 35th class 
reunion held in December 
of 2006.  Sandy reported 
that they had a great turnout 
considering that they started 
planning in October and had 
the event just after Christ-
mas.  The event was held at 
Favazza’s on the Hill.

Diane Gutting Venker (`72) 
wrote that the Class of `72 
had their 35th reunion in 
September.  Sixty-seven were 
in attendance.  

Nancy Schneller Zitzmann 
(`72) wrote that the follow-
ing Xavier girls are deceased:  
Mary Schneller Johnson,  
Martha Schneller Moore and 
Jean Schneller Farhatt.

Margaret Boersig Mason 
(`73) attended Thomas 
Aquinas College in Santa 
Paula, California after gradu-
ating from Xavier.  She then 
taught junior high in Santa 
Marino, moved to Wash-

ington, D.C. and met her 
husband there.  They both 
worked on Capitol Hill.  Her 
husband now runs a govern-
ment agency.  They have 10 
children - seven boys and 
three girls.  Margaret and Da-
vid disliked the educational 
choices for their children and 
opted to homeschool.  
They adopted a sibling group 
of four from Poland while 
Pope John Paul II was still 
alive.  They have spent time 
overseas in several countries.  
The oldest two children now 
attend Margaret’s alma mater 
and they are both National 
Merit finalists.  
On April 7, 2004, the entire 
family was nearly killed when 
their house exploded and 
burned to the gorund in the 
middle of the night.  In less 
than two minutes, all twelve 
of them escaped the collaps-
ing home.  Because the insur-
ance money was not enough, 
they have personally rebuilt 
part of the house as well as 
furnishings during the past 
three years.  After living in 
four locations, they recently 
moved back home.  
The family reads a lot, sings, 
plays classical music, hunts, 
Alpine skis and swims.  The 
older six children have all 
sung with the Washington 
Opera.  Everyone is nuts 
about Cardinal baseball and 
they are able to hear games 
when the Redbirds play in 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Phila-
delphia and Washington.

Tracy Feldman Buscher 
(`75) is a high school Biology 
teacher.  She is active in out-
door sports and, along with 
her husband and two sons, 
enjoys horseback riding.

Class of 1971



Xavier Alumnae Information	
Name (include maiden)___________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State__________________ Zip  Code____________

Telephone_______________________ E-mail_________________________ Graduation Year__________

Birthday________________________  
The Sisters would like to include you, by name, in their prayers on your birthday.

Additional information to share____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Please advise us of address changes. We would like to keep our lists current!	 	          2008
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